




























November 11, 2020

Attn: City Managers Office
City of Huntington Beach
2000 Main St
Huntington Beach, CA  92648

Dear City Managers Office,

I have thoroughly enjoyed the work we have been able to do throughout the year. 
While that background led to initially bidding for continued work with the City of 
Huntington Beach through FSB Public Affairs, I have subsequently left my position 
with that firm and thus cannot perform the work initially described through FSB. 
However, I hope that change doesn’t prevent further work opportunities with the city.

This letter is to assert that, upon the city’s approval, we would be able to perform the 
same work through Dakota Communications, a leading Southern California public 
affairs firm.

Attached you will find a brief restatement of qualifications, as well as a new rate 
sheet, showing some savings compared to our prior bid.

I hope this will allow us to continue our mutually beneficial relationship into the 
future.

Respectfully,

Brandon Powers

Dakota Communications    |    800 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 410    |    Los Angeles, CA 90017



Dakota Communications is a Los Angeles-based, minority-owned marketing, public relations 
and public affairs consulting firm with expertise in the areas of public communications, 

media relations, strategic planning, political guidance, and community relations.

Created in 1997, Dakota Communications is dedicated to the task of educating and shaping 
policies and programs to meet its clients' objectives as well as developing strategies to 

effectively communicate them. Dakota Communications has extensive experience building 
community support for public policy initiatives and programs advanced by corporate, 

business, political, governmental, non-profit and community-based organizations.

Who We Are

Our Story

Dakota Communications is defined by the far-reaching experience of its partners, Kerman 
Maddox and Rick Taylor.  With more than 60 combined years of experience in public affairs 

management, Maddox and Taylor have established extensive networks and gained keen 
insight in working with elected officials, governmental agencies, opinion leaders, public 

interest groups, and members of the print and electronic media.

Our understanding and appreciation of public diversity, along with our ability to accurately 
assess a situation and pinpoint problems, enables us to work together with clients toward 

achieving their goals.  A diverse staff allows Dakota Communications to provide clients with 
a unique perspective and strong expertise in developing a variety of communications 

programs for the multi-faceted communities of California and beyond.



Our Team
BRANDON POWERS - PROJECT LEAD

Brandon Powers is a well-recognized expert in public affairs and communication strategies with a 
specialty in coastal Orange County programs. For more than 15 years, Mr. Powers has helped shape 
and drive the outcome of hundreds of public affairs campaigns throughout Southern California and 
especially in Orange County. His track record speaks for itself, with clients achieving their desired 
successful outcome over 85% of the time when Brandon is engaged.
 
An experienced strategist and writer, Powers is a 15-time recipient of the American Association of 
Political Consultants’ annual Pollie Awards and years ago was named a Rising Star by Campaigns and 
Elections Magazine. His writing has appeared in the Orange County Register, LA Times, Riverside 
Press Enterprise, and Sacramento Bee.
 
A longtime Orange County coastal resident, Mr. Powers briefly lived in Sacramento while serving as 
Chief of Staff to a Member of the California State Assembly, where he managed all aspects of the 
office’s policy and communications operations. Now in Seal Beach, he enjoys spending his time 
surfing, fishing, and helping clients achieve their goals.

Brandon Powers
Project Lead

18 years of Experience

ED CHEN
CHINESE LANGUAGE OUTREACH

Asian / Pacific Islander Community 
Outreach/Communications Consultant
LA County Reserve Deputy Sheriff
Former Aide to State Senators Huff 
and Margett

ABIS AKOLAWALA
PROFESSIONAL VIDEOGRAPHER / POST PRODUCTION EDITOR

Professional videographer, editor & photographer with 10 years of experience. Abis’ 
passion for content creation is all about making brands stand out from the rest by 

capturing high quality content and consistently delivering a polished product. Abis’ has a 
long history of working with clients from several industries including entertainment, 

corporate, fashion & live events.

CARLOS MADRILES
CREATIVE DIRECTOR / GRAPHICS / WEB DESIGN / VIDEO DIRECTOR

With over 14 years of experience, Carlos brings a diverse business and communications 
background and over 14 years in marketing and design experience. Using his proficiency 

in graphic design, video production, web design work, 3D space layouts, and event 
production, Carlos implements his experience in marketing and branding principles to 

deliver effective collateral pieces across several different mediums. 

OANA SWEENEY
PROFESSIONAL EVENT & PORTRAIT PHOTOGRAPHER

Oana Sweeney comes from years of experience in a unique and growing industry. After 
studying photojournalism at CSUF, interning with one of the best photographers in Laguna 
Beach and working for Canon, she now spends her time as a full-time photographer based 

in Orange County. Published in top magazines, blogs and books, her experience and 
passion for photography is guaranteed to bring out the best from any subject or event.

DAISY TONG-PHUOC
VIETNAMESE LANGUAGE OUTREACH

Orange County Communications 
Consultant
Former Aide to Assemblyman Van Tran



Rates
Category Project    Rate

STRATEGIC COMMS    

 
 Monthly Management    $6,375 
 Press Releases / Written Material   $160 /hr 
 Video - B-Roll    $95/hr 
 Video - Small    $2,550 
 (Single Day, Single Camera, Single Mic, Simple Post Production, 2-3 minute – PSA/Mayor Update)
 Video - Medium    $5,550 
 (Single Day, Multiple Camera / Mics, Advanced Post Production, 4-8 min)
 Video - Large    $8,600 
 (Multiple Day, Multiple Camera / Mics, Shortform Storyboarding, Script Dev – Visit HB Commercial)
 Video - Extra Large   Ask for Quote  
 (Scheduled Shoots, Multiple Camera / Gear, Longform Storyboarding, Script Dev) – Visit HB Commercial)
 Documentation Photography   $125/hr
 (Staffed Photographer)
 Professional Photography   $225/hr 
 (Professional Photographer w/ professionally retouched photos)
 Graphic Design - Sr Designer   $125 
 Graphic Design -Secondary Designer   $100 
 Graphic Design - Design Support   $85 
    
HB3 TV    

 
 *Monthly Management   $25,500 
 (Includes: 4xSmall Productions + Either 3xMedium or 2xLarge Productions per month… Extra Productions
 billed at above rate)
 *Amount is subject to finalized scope and approved content creation and management.
    
WEBSITE DEVELOPMENT    

 
 Small    $4,750 
 (Simple landing page, few pages / sections, Hosting, SSL certificate, SEO)
 Medium    $9,500 
 (Multiple pages / sections, Advanced features & coding, Hosting, SSL certificate, SEO)
 Large    $16,000 
 (Multiple pages / sections, Advanced features & coding, advanced graphics, videos, payment processing, 
 advanced forms, Hosting, SSL certificate, SEO)
 Enterprise    $2,225/mo 
 (Manage outsourced custom website developer / platform)   

NEW CITY NEWSLETTER    

 
 Initial Construct / Setup   $3,250 
 Hourly Graphics    $100 
 Hourly Content Development/Writing   $125 
    
ON-CALL SERVICES    

 
 Media Training    $225 
 Style Guide Updating    $225 
 Media Analysis    $225 
 Crisis Communications   $225 




	239651
	DakotaCommunications_HB_RFP_2020_D4
	239651

