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RESPONSE TO COMMENTS FOR 

DRAFT MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION NO. 19-004 

 

I. This document serves as the Response to Comments on the Draft Mitigated Negative 

Declaration (MND) No. 19-004.  This document contains all information available in the 

public record related to General Plan Amendment No. 19-002/Zoning Map Amendment 

No. 19-002/Local Coastal Program Amendment No. 19-001 (Park Avenue Rezone) as of 

October 15, 2019 and responds to comments in accordance with Section 15088 of the 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines. 

 

This document contains four sections.  In addition to this Introduction, these sections are 

Public Participation and Review, Comments, and Responses to Comments. 

 

The Public Participation section outlines the methods the City of Huntington Beach has 

used to provide public review and solicit input on the Draft MND.  The Comments 

section contains those written comments received from agencies, groups, organizations, 

and individuals as of August 16, 2019.  The Response to Comments section contains 

individual responses to each comment.   

 

It is the intent of the City of Huntington Beach to include this document in the official 

public record related to the Draft MND.  Based on the information contained in the public 

record, the decision makers will be provided with an accurate and complete record of all 

information related to the environmental consequences of the project. 

 

II. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND REVIEW 

 

The City of Huntington Beach notified all responsible and interested agencies and 

interested groups, organizations, and individuals that Draft MND No. 19-004 had been 

prepared for the proposed project.  The City also used several methods to solicit input 

during the review period for the preparation of the Draft MND.  The following is a list of 

actions taken during the preparation, distribution, and review of the Draft MND. 

 

1. An official 30-day public review period for the Draft MND was established.  

It began on July 18 and ended on August 16, 2019.  Public comment letters 

were accepted by the City of Huntington Beach through August 16, 2019. 

 

2. Notice of the Draft MND was published in the Huntington Beach Wave on 

July 18, 2019.  Upon request, copies of the document were distributed to 

agencies, groups, organizations, and individuals. 

 

III. COMMENTS 

 

Copies of all written comments received as of August 16, 2019 are contained in 

Appendix A of this document and all comments have been numbered.  Response to 

Comments for each comment, which raised an environmental issue is contained in this 

document. 
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IV. RESPONSE TO COMMENTS 

 

The Draft MND No. 19-004 was distributed to interested groups, organizations, and 

individuals.  The report was made available for public review and comment for a period 

of 30 days.  The public review period for the Draft MND commenced on July 18 and 

expired on August 16, 2019.   

 

Copies of all documents received as of August 16, 2019 are contained in Appendix A of 

this report.  Comments have been numbered with responses correspondingly numbered.  

Responses are presented for each comment which raised a significant environmental 

issue. 

 

Several comments do not address the completeness or adequacy of the Draft MND or do 

not raise significant environmental issues.  A substantive response to such comments is 

not appropriate within the context of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  

Such comments are responded to with a “comment acknowledged” reference.  This 

indicates that the comment will be forwarded to all appropriate decision makers for their 

review and consideration. 



APPENDIX A 

COMMENTS ON DRAFT MND NO. 19-004 

 

 

Below is the only comment letter received, which has been bracketed to mark the individual 

comments.  Comments that raise significant environmental issues are provided with a response.  

Comments that are outside of the scope of the CEQA review will be forwarded to the decision 

maker for consideration as part of the project review process. 

  
 

COMMENT LETTER RECEIVED DURING THE DRAFT MND COMMENT PERIOD 

No. Commenter/Organization Abbreviation 

 ORGANIZATION  

1 California Coastal Commission – August 9, 2019 CCC 
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APPENDIX B 

RESPONSE TO COMMENTS ON DRAFT MND NO. 19-004 

 

 

ORGANIZATION 
 

CALIFORNIA COASTAL COMMISSION (CCC) 

 

CCC-1 The comment describes the request and subject site.  The comment does not 

address the completeness or adequacy of the Draft MND and does not raise 

significant environmental issues.  Comment acknowledged and will be 

forwarded to the decision makers for their review and consideration. 

 

CCC-2 The comment describes that CCC staff has indicated over the years that the 

requested change in land use and zoning designations at the site from the higher 

priority Open Space Water Recreation to the lower priority Low Density 

Residential could not be supported by CCC staff due to inconsistency with the 

land use policies of the Coastal Act and City’s certified land use plan.  The 

comment also identifies information that will be necessary to include in the 

Local Coastal Program Amendment (LCPA) application that will be submitted 

to the CCC.  The comment does not address the completeness or adequacy of 

the Draft MND and does not raise significant environmental issues.  Comment 

acknowledged and will be forwarded to the decision makers for their review 

and consideration. 

 

CCC-3 The comment states that the site will likely become at risk from sea level rise 

(SLR) and explains the significant research that has been done on SLR 

including projections and recommendations which are incorporated into the 

2018 update of the CCC SLR Policy Guidance.  It further states that new 

development on the site cannot be protected by a shoreline protective device.  

The comment does not address the completeness or adequacy of the Draft MND 

and does not raise significant environmental issues.  Comment acknowledged 

and will be forwarded to the decision makers for their review and consideration. 

 

CCC-4 The comment identifies relevant Coastal Act and Coastal Element policies as 

well as additional information that will be required with a future LCPA 

application submittal to the CCC for the rezone.  The comment does not address 

the completeness or adequacy of the Draft MND and does not raise significant 

environmental issues.  Comment acknowledged and will be forwarded to the 

decision makers for their review and consideration. 

 

CCC-5 The comment lists Coastal Act and Coastal Element policies pertaining to 

habitat protection as well as other requirements applicable to any future 

development.  The comment does not address the completeness or adequacy of 

the Draft MND and does not raise significant environmental issues.  Comment 
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acknowledged and will be forwarded to the decision makers for their review 

and consideration. 

 

CCC-6 The comment identifies other miscellaneous information that is requested with 

a future LCPA application to the CCC for the rezone.  The comment does not 

address the completeness or adequacy of the Draft MND and does not raise 

significant environmental issues.  Comment acknowledged and will be 

forwarded to the decision makers for their review and consideration. 

 

CCC-7 Pages 10 through 20 of the comment letter provides some information regarding 

economic viability determination, suggestions for preparing a wetland 

delineation report, and suggestions for the development of mitigation and 

monitoring plans for the CCC.  The comment does not address the completeness 

or adequacy of the Draft MND and does not raise significant environmental 

issues.  Comment acknowledged and will be forwarded to the decision makers 

for their review and consideration. 

 




