
Huntington Beach Police Department
09/15/1994

187 PC – Murder
422.75(b) – Hate Crime Enhancement

Vernon Windell Flournoy 05/23/1950 (45yrs)
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Dispatcher’s computer screen ( CAD) System. Thursday, September 15, 1994 at 7:37pm

• Multiple witnesses call 911 and report a man shot in need of medical assistance. 
• A two man patrol unit was dispatched; however, every unit available in the city 

responded as well. 
• Information is quickly relayed from reporting party to dispatchers to officers 

over the radio.  
• Key items are memorialized on the CAD system. All radio audio is recorded. 
• The Officers see a similar screen on their Mobile Data Terminal.
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VW VanWitness Apodaca

Shooting

Witnesses Pope and Nuñes were inside the McDonald’s and saw 2 
subjects they described as “Skinheads” go in and out of the 
bathroom momentarily. Both “independently "said it appeared they 
were angry and looking for trouble. 

“One of them had a tattoo in he back of his neck.”

Suspects ran into Seabridge
Condominium complex

Flournoy

North
7:40 pm

Indianapolis
Ad

am
s

Apodaca hears 2 shots, a pause, and two more shots

Suspects 1 and 2
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Suspect’s Residence

Crime Scene

• AT 7:40 pm Officers set up a perimeter around the Seabridge Condo complex because the suspects 
were last seen running toward the complex. 

• Around 8:15 pm, a witness who lived in the complex contacted an officer maintaining the perimeter 
and told him he lived on Waterspray and said he lived next to a problem house were numerous 
“Skinheads” lived. 

• He gave a description that closely matched the description of one of our suspects and gave the officers 
an address where the “Skinheads” lived.

Perfect example of the community partnering with the Police Department



Officer responded to hospital in an attempt 
to obtain any statement from Mr. Flournoy. 

The time of death was 8:03 pm
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• Witness Hart and his son were monitoring his police scanner and heard the suspect’s description. His 
son immediately recognized him as “Rusty” because of the tattoo on the back of his neck. 

• About 6 months prior the shooting, Rusty and two other skinheads became involved in a fight at the corner of
Main and PCH with Witness Hart’s youngest son and the older sibling was there and struck Rusty on
his head with a can of soda. 

• At that time Rusty and his skinhead friends were known to belong to a gang called, “Irish Brotherhood.” 
• Hart said Rusty lived in the Seabridge Condo Complex. This is where Witness Apocada saw the suspects run to.
• Rusty’s real name is not known at this time

9:44 pm – Interview of  Witness HART

*At the same time Officer Tidrick recalls the Field Interview Card*

(About a month before the murder) - 08/20/1994 at 10pm in the down town area Officer Tidrick recognizes Johnathan “Rusty” Kennedy 
from prior contacts and notices a new  tattoo in the back of his neck. He documented the new Tattoo in a Field Interview Card.  

Jonathan Kennedy Russell 7-11-75

Consensual contacts with habitual offenders 
are extremely important
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Surveillance on the 8400 block of  Waterspray

Stopped a White 1990 Mercury Sable that came out of the given address where the Skinheads lived, which is the general area where the suspects ran.

They detained 3 subjects:

1. Jeffrey Allen Franz (19 yrs )……………...Arrested for Misdemeanor Warrant (Wearing Black boots with red shoe laces)

2. Robert Dylan Wofford (17yrs) 
3. Erin Rodney Chapman (18yrs)………….Agreed to drive to the police station on their on accord to talk to detectives in regards to this incident.  

Franz’ Boots. He said he 
borrowed them from “Rusty.”

Car Stop

The skinhead subculture emerged in Great Britain in the 1970s, its adherents developed 
shared styles of clothing, including wearing steel-toed work boots made by Doc Martens or 
other manufacturers. The boots themselves became weapons used to kick people in fights, 
leading to the term "boot party," which refers to incidents in which multiple skinheads 
together stomp and kick a victim.

Wearing such boots was and is typical of racist and non-racist skinheads alike, but racist 
skinheads commonly use red- or white-colored shoelaces in their boots to identify 
themselves as white power skinheads. 

Within a few racist skinhead circles, white or red laces have to be "earned" by some 
violent act such as attacking a perceived enemy of the white race. 
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Around 10 pm, Officer Bob Reed detained and later arrested
Johnathan Russell Kennedy (19yrs) for suspicion of Murder.
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No mention of a Hate Crime

9/16/1994 @ 1am
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Wofford’s First Interview (9/16/@ 1205 am)
• Denied knowing Rusty, denied being at the McDonalds, denied knowing anything about the shooting. 

Chapman’s Interview (9/16 @ 1205 am)
• Admits to drinking at 8411 Waterspray with Franz, Wofford. He denied knowing Rusty until detectives told him they were seen together 

at the Seven Eleven and at the Condo’s racquet ball court.  
• After “Much” conversation Chapman admits that after the police stopped them ( Franz, Chapman, and Wofford), Wofford told him Rusty 

shot some black guy one at the Mc Donalds. They ran to 8411 Waterspray, changed clothes, and Rusty disappeared. 

Franz’ Interview (9/16@1am)
• Under arrest for misdemeanor warrant. Admits knowing Rusty and drinking at 8411 Waterspray (Seabridge Condos) with Rusty prior to 

the shooting,  but denies any knowledge of the shooting.

Franz’ 2nd Interview with Detective Mack (9/16@ 3:25 am)
• Rusty and Wofford tell Franz about the shooting. Rusty admitted to Franz he shot Flournoy.
• Franz saw Rusty empty the revolver cylinder onto a bed - 3 live rounds and 3 spent casings. Rusty flushed them down a toilet.
• Rusty left the gun inside the master bedroom of the condo. Franz admitted he picked it up with a t-shirt and threw it inside near by bushes.
• Franz later led detectives to the revolver and it was recovered in a bush near the residence.
• .22 cal Smith & Wesson Model 51 Revolver with 3 ½ inch barrel and wood grips.
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Wofford’s Second Interview (9/16 @ 1:50 pm)
• Admitted he lied during the first interview
• Said He and Rusty went to the McDonalds and right after they walked out, Rusty became involved in a fight with a black guy.
• During the fight, he heard shots and thought the black guy was shooting at them so he ran back to the Seabridge Condos.
• Never saw Rusty with a gun. 
• Rusty ran back to the condo, changed clothes, and left.
• Later in the conversation, he admits he told the owner of the Condo that Rusty shot someone.
• Wofford was ARRESTED for suspicion of Murder after the interview.

Both suspects are in custody. Clock Starts!

We have 48 Hours to file charges, or let them go free 
until we have enough evidence for an arrest warrant.

Hundreds of reports for officers to organize, much evidence to analyze.



Jonathan Kennedy Russell 7-11-75

Arrest date: 09/16/1994
Charges 
1) 187 PC – Murder
2) 664/187PC – Attempt Murder
3) 245(a)(2)PC – Assault with deadly weapon
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Robert Dylan Wofford 11/05/1976

Arrested on 09/16/1994
Charges :
1) 187 PC – Murder/422.75(b) 
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No mention of a Hate Crime??
The media and city council 

goes wild!
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The Coroner removed 2 (.22 cal) bullets. 

The Coroners’ opinion was that Flournoy died as 
a result of  exsanguination (blood loss)  due to gunshot 
wounds that penetrated his heart and lung. 
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Kennedy’s Interview with Detention Release Officer
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How to prove that it was in fact a 
HATE CRIME
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Wofford’s Criminal History
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Wofford’s Criminal History, Page 2

We need to prove the motivation was HATRED  because 
he was black 
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“ Rusty” Kennedy’s Criminal History
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Jonathan “ Rusty” Kennedy’s Criminal History, Page 2
Rusty was the main suspect in an attempt murder
that occurred a year prior to Flournoy’s murder.

On 8/03/1994 at 12:23 am, Rusty and another subject confronted.
two male Hispanics dinking in the alley of 7661 Amberleaf. 
During the argument, Rusty produced a .22 handgun and shot 
both of them. 

After his arrest for the Murder of Flournoy, the District Attorney 
agreed to charge Rusty with both Murder and the Attempt 
Murder of  Juan Vergara.  
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1. Irish Brotherhood
2. White Pride
3. SWP88: Supreme White Power Heil Hitler
4. Crucified Skinhead 

1

The crucified skinhead image is a longstanding symbol used
by the entire skinhead subculture (i.e., both racist and 

non-racist). Skinheads often use it to convey a sense of 
persecution or alienation or that society is arrayed against 
them. 
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Irish Brotherhood Tattoo
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We’re peckerwood soldiers, down for the cause. California convicts and solid outlaws.
The rules we live by are written in stone, awesome and fearless, we are bad to the bone.
The cells we live in, they can’t break our pride. We live in a war zone, we’re (unreadable).
Our bodies are solid and covered in ink. Dragons and bolts, that’s how we think.
We got into battle with our own heads held high. Some get hurt, others will die. 
None of that matters when the battles begun, We fight to the finish the battle is won. 
Sometimes we’re called ruthless & (unreadable). But that’s a small price to pay to survive in the park.  

We’re peckerwood soldiers down for the cause
We’re bad motherfuckers and solid outlaws. 

1-27-1995 @ 11am

Rusty Kennedy assaulted Richard Silverstein at the Orange County Jail.
Rusty admitted he “fucked him up” because he was Jewish. The above drawing was found in his cell.

1-27-1995
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In The mean 
time, their 

attorneys are 
pushing out 

fake news!!??
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Jonathan Kennedy Russell 7-11-75
Arrest date: 09/16/1994

Charges at disposition (By DA):
Found guilty on March 04, 1996
1) 187 PC – Murder/422.75(b) – Hate Crime Enhancement
2) 664/187PC – Attempt Murder/422.75(b) – Hate Crime Enhancement
3) 245(a)(2)PC – Assault with deadly weapon/ Hate Crime Enhancement

Sentenced on May 03, 1996 : 19 years to life. 
This means Russell has to spend a minimum of 19 years in jail for his crime before 
being paroled. Only after 19 years have been served can he apply for parole.
(not to say they are going to get it).

Today:
Russell still in custody at the High Desert State Prison in Susanville California. He had a 
hearing at the Santa Ana Superior court in February 2022 in order to change the amount of years 
of his sentence.  

It was "Denied.” 
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Robert Dylan Wofford 11/05/1976
Arrested on 09/16/1994

Charges at disposition (By DA):
Found guilty on March 04, 1996
1) 187 PC – Murder/422.75(b) – Hate Crime Enhancement

Sentenced on May 03, 1996 : 18 years to life. 
This means Russell has to spend a minimum of 18 years in jail for his 
crime before being paroled. Only after 18 years have been served can he 
apply for parole. (not to say he will be approved.) 

Today:
He died custody in a San Diego at the Richard J. Donovan correctional facility on April 
30, 2002.


