
City attorney legal advisory scope 

1. Can the City Attorney’s Office provide legal advice to the Finance Commission on questions related to 

city operations and business matters? Alternatively, may the provision of legal advice on city business 

be declined if requested by a Finance Commissioner? 

Contract enforcement processes 

2. Numerous city contracts appear to have been violated by a service provider, lessee, or concessionaire, 

and staff have been informed of these issues. Must all enforcement requests be routed through the City 

Council, or are there other available enforcement mechanisms? 

Contract execution and signature validity 

3. Several contracts executed by former Mayor Delgleize appear to bear a stamped signature rather than a 

wet (handwritten) signature. What issues, if any, are presented by the absence of a wet signature and the 

use of a stamped signature on service contracts for Public Works and other departments? Specifically, 

does the use of a stamped signature invalidate the contract? Please explain the legal reasoning. See 

appendix for a few examples. 

Redaction of accounts payable information – samples in Appendix 

4. After requesting invoices from a city vendor via the CPRA process, the invoices were provided, but the 

accounts payable chart-of-account information used to pay the invoices was redacted (see examples in 

appendix). Please explain the rationale for redacting the account information and the City Attorney’s 

concerns regarding disclosure of this information. 

Measure L (1996) and city charter section 612 

5. Measure L (1996) and Charter Section 612 appear in the appendix of this document. Please address the 

following: 

A. Current city staff have indicated they received approval from the City Attorney’s Office in 2024 

to lease concession stands in the Sports Complex to a private company. Please explain the legal basis 

for allowing the city to lease Sports Complex concessions to a third party in 2024, particularly in 

light of former City Attorney Gail Hutton’s prior opinion in 2001 that Measure L did not authorize 

leasing any portion of the Sports Complex – see opinion in appendix. 

B. Measure L authorizes the city to construct the Sports Complex. What is the legal basis for 

permitting a private party to fund and construct a large building within the Sports Complex facility, 

given the constraints of Section 612 of the City Charter and the contents of Measure L? 

C. How was the city legally authorized to spend more than the $1.5 million specified in Measure L 

for construction of the Sports Complex and any future additions or improvements, considering the 

restrictions in Section 612 of the City Charter? 

  



Equestrian center concession and third-party operations 

6. Equestrian Center: 

A. May the National Equestrian Center, as a city concessionaire, enter into agreements with third 

parties without city approval if those agreements authorize third parties to operate within the 

concession area? 

B. Are city-approved agreements required for any third party, company, or organization (not part of 

the National Equestrian Center) to operate within the concession area? 

C. What agreements are in place allowing third-parties separate from the current concessionaire to 

operate within the equestrian center? 

 

7. Ownership of Assets at Equestrian Park and Subordination Agreement: 

o During the Finance Commission meeting in November, 2025, I asked Director Wysocki who 

owned all of the stuff (assets) including the Little Red Barn at the Equestrian Center.  Director 

Wysocki replied that all assets at the equestrian center will be owned by the city at the end of the 

current concession agreement.  I cannot find any reference to this concept in the current 

agreement or any amendments. Please review and le me know if the city does indeed all the 

assets on the property ( Stalls, rings, buildings, etc.) at the end of the current concession 

agreement in 2033.  Here is  a link to the concession agreement and amendments: 

o https://records.huntingtonbeachca.gov/WebLink/DocView.aspx?id=5327889&searchid=6fa88e2

e-ad4e-4d0c-ac43-63600add4120 

o The city agreed to a subordination agreement in 2014 so the current concession operator could 

obtain an SBA loan.  Please review the subordination agreement on page 3 in the link below and 

summarize in layman’s terms the meaning of the subordination agreement and its effect on 

ownership of the assets located at the Equestrian Center at the end of the current concession 

agreement in 2033.  See page 3 here 

o https://records.huntingtonbeachca.gov/WebLink/DocView.aspx?id=5327889&searchid=6fa88e2

e-ad4e-4d0c-ac43-63600add4120 

 

8. National Equestrian Center appears to have operation in areas outside the concession agreement area and 

on land set aside for our central park  – Explanation please. 

o The Therapeutic Riding center and a riding ring appear to be located in central park outside of 

the equestrian center concession area in in our central park.  I have not been able to find any 

agreements with the city or authorization for the riding ring and therapeutic riding center 

occupying our central parklands.  Staff is aware of this issue and has demurred on answering 

how the therapeutic riding center and the extra riding ring are allowed in our central park and 

outside the boundaries of the concession.  Can you please look into this and determine if the 

therapeutic riding center and National Equestrian Centers, Inc have a legal right to use this land 

in our central park that appears to be outside of the current concession and if an agreement 

between the city and the therapeutic riding center exists. 

  

https://records.huntingtonbeachca.gov/WebLink/DocView.aspx?id=5327889&searchid=6fa88e2e-ad4e-4d0c-ac43-63600add4120
https://records.huntingtonbeachca.gov/WebLink/DocView.aspx?id=5327889&searchid=6fa88e2e-ad4e-4d0c-ac43-63600add4120
https://records.huntingtonbeachca.gov/WebLink/DocView.aspx?id=5327889&searchid=6fa88e2e-ad4e-4d0c-ac43-63600add4120
https://records.huntingtonbeachca.gov/WebLink/DocView.aspx?id=5327889&searchid=6fa88e2e-ad4e-4d0c-ac43-63600add4120


Brown Act communications among commissioners 

1. May commissioners distribute information directly to all members of the Finance Commission between 

meetings so that commissioners have time to review materials that will be presented? 

Presentation materials during finance commission meetings 

1. A recent request to present a PowerPoint during a Finance Commission meeting was denied on the 

grounds that the presentation had not been reviewed by staff, with City legal staff cited as the basis for 

the decision. Please confirm whether this reflects guidance from your office and explain the rationale. 

What are the potential consequences if a commissioner disregards this directive? 

 

  



Appendix 

Section 612. PUBLIC UTILITIES AND PARKS AND BEACHES  

a)      No public utility or park or beach or portion thereof now or hereafter owned or operated by the City shall 

be sold, leased, exchanged or otherwise transferred or disposed of unless authorized by the affirmative votes of 

at least a majority of the total membership of the City Council and by the affirmative vote of at least a majority 

of the electors voting on such proposition at a general or special election at which such proposition is submitted.  

 

b)      No golf course, driving range, road, building over three thousand square feet in floor area nor structure 

costing more than $161,000.00 may be built on or in any park or beach or portion thereof now or hereafter 

owned or operated by the City unless authorized by the affirmative votes of at least a majority of the total 

membership of the City Council and by the affirmative vote of at least a majority of the electors voting on such 

proposition at a general or special election at which such proposition is submitted after the appropriate 

environmental assessment, conceptual cost estimate, and reasonable project description has been completed and 

widely disseminated to the public. Effective January 1, 2011, and each year thereafter, the maximum cost will 

be adjusted by the Consumer Price Index for the Los Angeles-Riverside-Orange County area.  

 

c)      Section 612(a) and 612(b) shall not apply;  

1)      to libraries or piers;  

 

2)      to any lease, franchise, concession agreement or other contract where;  

- the contract is to perform an act or provide a service in a public park or beach 

AND 

- such act was being performed or service provided at the same location prior to January 1, 1989  

AND 

- the proposed lease, franchise, concession agreement or other contract would not increase the 

amount of parkland or beach dedicated to or used by the party performing such act or providing 

such service.  

 

3)      to above ground public works utility structures under 3,000 square feet;  

 

4)      to underground public works utility structures if park or beach use is not impeded; 

  

5)      to any public works construction, maintenance or repair mandated by state or federal law that does 

not negatively impact recreational opportunities; or 

 

6)      to renewable energy projects that do not negatively impact recreational opportunities.  

 

d)      If any section, subsection, part, subpart, paragraph, clause or phrase of this amendment, or any 

amendment or revision of this amendment, is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the 

remaining sections, subsections, parts, subparts, paragraphs, clauses or phrases shall not be affected but 

shall remain in full force and effect. 
 

  



Measure L – 1996 

The image below is from our city archive of records and is believed to be true representation of a portion 

of the ballot in 1996 containing Measure L.  Measure L has been cited as the basis of building the Sports 

Complex at an initial cost of over $20 million and leasing the Concessions to a private company in 2024. 

Ballot image below from page 55 at this link in the city archive 

https://records.huntingtonbeachca.gov/WebLink/DocView.aspx?id=5336345&page=65&searchid=c3a87f

2a-70a5-4f35-a6ec-a6777bfde32b 

 

 

 

https://records.huntingtonbeachca.gov/WebLink/DocView.aspx?id=5336345&page=65&searchid=c3a87f2a-70a5-4f35-a6ec-a6777bfde32b&cr=1
https://records.huntingtonbeachca.gov/WebLink/DocView.aspx?id=5336345&page=65&searchid=c3a87f2a-70a5-4f35-a6ec-a6777bfde32b&cr=1


  



Vote Count – Measure L 1996 – passed with an affirmative vote of 50.2% and 284 votes of 68,924 total cast 

The following is the vote count of Measure L in 1996 showing passage that can be found at the following link 

https://elections.cdn.sos.ca.gov/county-city-school-district-election-results/city_report_1996.pdf 

From page 16 at the link above: 

The screenshot tallies the vote and the first column of votes is votes approving the measure 

Measure L - won by 284 votes out of 68,924 votes cast 

Total Votes – 68,924 

Votes in Favor – 34,604 

Votes opposed (not shown – calculated) – 34,320 

Difference between Yes and No votes – 284 votes 

 

 

From page 35 at the link above: 

 

  

https://elections.cdn.sos.ca.gov/county-city-school-district-election-results/city_report_1996.pdf


Unredacted Invoice 

 

  



 

Redacted Invoice 

 

  



City Attorney - Gail Hutton - Opinion on Leasing in Sports Complex 

Page 48 - 2/08/2001 

https://records.huntingtonbeachca.gov/WebLink/DocView.aspx?id=5336345&page=65&searchid=c3a87f2a-70a5-4f35-

a6ec-a6777bfde32b 

 

 

https://records.huntingtonbeachca.gov/WebLink/DocView.aspx?id=5336345&page=65&searchid=c3a87f2a-70a5-4f35-a6ec-a6777bfde32b
https://records.huntingtonbeachca.gov/WebLink/DocView.aspx?id=5336345&page=65&searchid=c3a87f2a-70a5-4f35-a6ec-a6777bfde32b


“Stamped” Signature on contracts 

The following signatures on contracts by the former mayor Delgleize appear to be stamped and not a “wet” signature 

Page 21 at this document in city archive 

https://records.huntingtonbeachca.gov/WebLink/DocView.aspx?id=5779260&searchid=cc66ab52-8ada-419e-a724-

7bceb42beba6 

 

 

https://records.huntingtonbeachca.gov/WebLink/DocView.aspx?id=5779260&searchid=cc66ab52-8ada-419e-a724-7bceb42beba6
https://records.huntingtonbeachca.gov/WebLink/DocView.aspx?id=5779260&searchid=cc66ab52-8ada-419e-a724-7bceb42beba6


 

Page 16 here 

https://records.huntingtonbeachca.gov/WebLink/DocView.aspx?id=5687517&dbid=0&repo=COHB&searchid=127eccf4-

07de-4b39-a01b-09d3ad724973 

 

 

 

 

https://records.huntingtonbeachca.gov/WebLink/DocView.aspx?id=5687517&dbid=0&repo=COHB&searchid=127eccf4-07de-4b39-a01b-09d3ad724973
https://records.huntingtonbeachca.gov/WebLink/DocView.aspx?id=5687517&dbid=0&repo=COHB&searchid=127eccf4-07de-4b39-a01b-09d3ad724973

