




Harbour Commission MINUTES February 26, 2026 

Council meeting and suggested that a member of the Water Quality Ad Hoc Committee announce the 
oyster shell string program and the Earth Day events. Larkin asked if County Public Works Department 
cameras can be focused on Harbour booms prior to storms. 

STAFF COMMENTS 

McDonald said that the Marine Safety Division is very busy with recruitments, promotions and academies 
in preparation for a busy summer season. They have conducted two training academies for 45 new 
Lifeguards. Sergeant Villa announced that Captain Gary Lewellyn, who served as the Harbormaster for 
the Orange County Sheriff's Department Harbor Patrol, retired in February after 29 years of service. 
Justen provided an update of the court case Murchison v. City of Newport Beach, including the timeframe 
for the trial. This is a federal civil rights lawsuit challenging the City of Newport Beach's ban on private, 
paid surf lessons at public beaches. It is of interest to the City of Huntington Beach in that it could impact 
kayak and paddle board rentals on City beaches. 

MEMBER COMMENTS 

Nielsen reported that Captain Kyle Caldwell from Naval Weapons Station Seal Beach will be the guest 
speaker at the March 26, 2026 Harbour Commission meeting. Schauppner asked Justen to forward a 
question to Captain Caldwell regarding dredging of the new boat channel adjacent to the Weapons 
Station. Justen said that he would communicate this to Captain Caldwell through the USN Public Affairs 
Officer and asked Commissioners to provide him any other questions that they might have for Captain 
Caldwell. 

ADJOURNMENT 

MOTION: A motion was made by Vu, seconded by Williams, at 5:52 p.m. to adjourn to the 
regular meeting on March 26, 2026. 

The motion carried by the following vote, 6-0: 
AYES: Larkin, Nielsen, Schauppner, Vu, Williams, Wood 
NOES: None 

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Harbour Commission will be on March 26, 2026, at a time 
and location to be announced. 
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