
City of Huntington Beach
Library Facilities Master Plan

Community & Library Services Commission

Monday, March 9, 2025



• Discovery      Mar 31 – August 8

• Options                                     August 11 – Dec 15

• Recommendations    Dec 16 – March 2026

Library Facilities Master Plan Phases
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DISCOVERY PHASE REPORT FINAL REPORT
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DISCOVERY PHASE REPORT – PROGRAM GOALS
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DISCOVERY PHASE REPORT – DOCUMENTING EXISTING CONDITIONS
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Key themes consistently identified:

• Strong community attachment to branch libraries.

• Significant space limitations across all branches.

• High demand for children’s programming, teen space, and flexible 
meeting/study areas.

• Need to modernize facilities beyond traditional book-focused layouts.
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Findings:

• All branch libraries are significantly undersized when compared to modern 
standards and peer systems.

• Despite size constraints, branches demonstrate strong visitation and program 
participation, reflecting high community reliance.

• Current facilities lack adequate:

o Flexible program rooms
o Group study and collaboration spaces
o Dedicated teen / young adult areas

• Expanding branch capacity would help relieve program pressure at Central 
Library, particularly for children’s services.
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LIBRARY USAGE DATA
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EXISTING 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 
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RECOMMENDATIONS – CENTRAL LIBRARY PHASED RESTORATION / RENOVATION 
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RECOMMENDATIONS –  RESTORATION/RENOVATION CENTRAL LIBRARY OPTION 1
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BRANCH & CENTRAL LIBRARY PROGRAMS – BEST PRACTICE  
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THE FACILITIES MASTER PLAN – A PLANNING FRAMEWORK FOR MAKING FUTURE FINANCIAL INVESTMENTS
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HELEN MURPHY BRANCH LIBRARY
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PARKING & SITE DEVELOPMENT SUMMARY
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FLOOR PLANS – TEST FIT OF THE BRANCH LIBRARY PROGRAM
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BANNING BRANCH LIBRARY
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OAK VIEW BRANCH LIBRARY
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FLOOR PLANS – TEST FIT OF THE BRANCH LIBRARY PROGRAM

FIRST FLOOR – LIBRARY ENTRANCE, PUBLIC MEETING ROOM & 
COMMUNITY CENTER

SECOND FLOOR – LIBRARY
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MAIN STREET BRANCH LIBRARY – TWO OPTIONS

OPTION 1: LIBRARY ONLY OPTION 2: LIBRARY + SURF MUSEUM
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OPTIONS 1 & 2:   RENOVATION / RESTORATION



Serving the Huntington Beach CommunityCENTRAL LIBRARY AND THE BRANCHES

CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH – LIBRARY FACILITIES MASTER PLAN JOHNSON FAVARO   Community & Library Services Commission    March 9, 2026

PARKING & SITE DEVELOPMENT SUMMARY



Serving the Huntington Beach CommunityCENTRAL LIBRARY AND THE BRANCHES

CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH – LIBRARY FACILITIES MASTER PLAN JOHNSON FAVARO   Community & Library Services Commission    March 9, 2026
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OPTION 2: MAIN STREET BRANCH LIBRARY + SURF MUSEUM



Serving the Huntington Beach CommunityCENTRAL LIBRARY AND THE BRANCHES

CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH – LIBRARY FACILITIES MASTER PLAN JOHNSON FAVARO   Community & Library Services Commission    March 9, 2026

FLOOR PLANS – TEST FIT OF THE BRANCH LIBRARY PROGRAM + SURF MUSEUM
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CENTRAL LIBRARY – CHALLENGES & OPPORTUNITIES
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CENTRAL LIBRARY – TWO OPTIONS

OPTION 1: CHILDREN’S WING REPLACEMENT OPTION 2: CHILDREN’S WING RENOVATION
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CENTRAL LIBRARY OPTION 1: CHILDREN’S WING REPLACEMENT

SITE PLAN AERIAL VIEW
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CENTRAL LIBRARY OPTION 1: CHILDREN’S WING REPLACEMENT

STRUCTURAL FEASIBILITY
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CENTRAL LIBRARY OPTION 1: CHILDREN’S WING REPLACEMENT

PARK LEVEL, MEZZANINE, AND UPPER LEVEL MAIN LEVEL
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MAIN LEVEL
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PARK, MEZZANINE AND UPPER LEVELS
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PARK LEVEL MAKER SPACE
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CENTRAL LIBRARY OPTION 2: CHILDREN’S WING RENOVATION
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CENTRAL LIBRARY OPTION 2: CHILDREN’S WING RENOVATION MAIN LEVEL FLOOR PLAN
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OPTION 1: 92,000 SF +/- OPTION 2: 108,000 SF +/-
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