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Michael E. Rodgers Memorial Wall

e June 5, 2017: Councilmember Patrick Brendan submitted a Councilmember Item
requesting consideration be given to name the parkland located at 1706 Orange
Ave. City Council approved and referred the item to the Community Services
Commission Park Naming & Memorials Committee (PNMC).

e August 1, 2017: PNMC met and recommended the name, “Michael E. Rodgers
Park.” The Commission rejected the recommendation due to the undetermined
use of the property and referred the item back to the PNMC until a
determination was made for the use of the property.

e July 20, 2020: City Council approved a Master Plan for the site.




Michael E. Rodgers Memorial Wall

e March 22, 2022: PNMC reconvened, received a presentation by City Archivist, Kathie
Schey, and recommended the park be named, “17t"Street Park, and the building be
named the “Michael E. Rodgers Clubhouse.”

e June 7,2022: City Council approved the naming of the parkland as “17t Street Park,”
and directed staff to explore other naming opportunities for the community building to
honor veterans of the United States armed forces and evaluate recognition
opportunities for Michael E. Rodgers at the Senior Center in Central Park.

e June 22, 2022: PNMC toured the Senior Center in Central Park and
determined the wall outside of the game room would be ideal due to the .
visibility from the Grand Entrance, foot traffic through the hallway and
energy level of the game room.




Michael E. Rodgers Memorial Wall

e July 20, 2022: Commission participated in a study session
discussing naming options for the building at 17t Street Park

and recognition of Mr. Rodgers at the Senior Center in Central
Park.

e August 24, 2022: Commission received a rendering of the
dedication wall for Michael E. Rodgers in the Senior Center in
Central Park.

e March 15, 2023: The Historic Resources Board reviewed and
approved, with minor changes, the plague language for
historical context, as required by Resolution 2017-25.
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MICHAELE.RODGERS 4"
1902 - 1996

HUMANITARIAM AND SEIOR ADYOCATE - - —== === = = - == === == == . 3"

Bern in Marthern Feland in 1902, Michael E Radgers survived the Irish Civil War, A% 3 teenager------ .3”
Michiael was a radioman with the Irish forces, In 1927, his keen knowledge of radics led him o
wirk far the Marconi Company in London, A5 their representative to the Orient, he travelled to

Chira, India, Burma and Sustralla.

While tauring Lo Angelesin 1926, Michael stepped an to the Paramountiot at a time when
mgvies wiara Transifaning @ sound, Seon, Mithzel Dagan 3 Caress In Che new Neld oF movie
saund engineering n 1941, at the stark ofWorld War ||, he star ted ernpl ayment with MeDonnel |
Douglzas engineering siroaft radios.

Eveniually mowing to Huntingtan Beach, he retired in 1967 2nd once again, did ground breaking
worke in a new fidld

At age 65, Michad focused his attertion on issues facing serlor: He co-founded the Huntington
Bezch Chapter of the Amerlcan Association of Retired Persons, creating their Life Long Learming
Education praogram.

”
24 In 1972, he joined with several activists znd groups to form the Huntington Beach Councl on
Agimg (HBCOA) Working with the Clty Council, they estalizhed the Senlors’ Recraatlon Center in

1975, Under Michaels leadership, the HECOA engaged ina campsign to re-modd the centar
withan acditioral 1500 square fiest

Thebullding becarne the Michael ERodeers Senlors Ceanter in 1984,
His list of accorplishrments 1= extraordinary.

- Grand Marshall of the 79th annual Independence Paradein Huntington Beach,

» 19R2 Citizan of the Year sward frorm the Huntipgten Beach Chamber of Cammerce
+ Member of the Sanlar Cldzen Adusory Comimithes undes Superrizor Haed et Wieder
= Member of the OC Trarsportation District Advisory Commitiee
« Member of the Seniors Interfaith Alliance
+ ember of the Coastine Community College Emerltus Inst tute
» Member of the South Cozst Inshitute for Applied Gerontology

When asked what his sacret was, Michad statack

“ThHerg & ey e Secret fo i 8 guie s fmoie. La Brepad v keep MInking andadoing feep
exploising beep being invalved and your chance of making It are gaod”

) -
l 5/8" standoffs

1/2” Acrylic, Beveled and Polished Edges;
Graphic printed direct to board
5/8” aluminum standoffs
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Recommended Action

o Staff recommends the City Council to approve the conceptual design for the Michael
E. Rodgers Memorial Wall located in the central hallway at the Senior Center in
Central Park
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Questions?
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