CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH

2000 MAIN STREET, HUNTINGTON BEACH, CALIFORNIA 92648-2702

GRACEY VAN DER MARK
MAYOR

March 8, 2024

The Honorable Lori Wilson

Chair, Assembly Transportation Committee
California State Assembly

1021 O Street

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB 1773 (Dixon) — SUPPORT
Dear Chair Wilson,

The City of Huntington Beach writes to express our support of Assembly Bill 1773, by
Assembly Member Dixon, which restores local authority to regulate the use of bicycles
and electric bicycles (E-Bikes) on public boardwalks.

The public boardwalks in Huntington Beach is one of the attributes that makes our city a
destination spot for many tourists, and we take great pride in making them safe. The
popularity of E-bikes has created numerous public safety issues, due to the high speed
of travel and inexperienced riders.

AB 1773 adds public boardwalk to the existing definition of recreational trail which clarifies
our City's ability to make our boardwalk safe for those who ride E-bikes and pedestrians.

For these reasons, the City of Huntington Beach supports AB 1773 and requests your
Aye vote when it comes before your committee.

Sincerely,

@Ozw&wwwc

Cc:  Members, Assembly Transportation Committee
The Honorable Diane Dixon

Fax 714.536.5233 Page 1 of 1 Office: 714.536.5553



CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH

2000 MAIN STREET, HUNTINGTON BEACH, CALIFORNIA 92648-2702

GRACEY VAN DER MARK
MAYOR

March 8, 2024

The Honorable Lori Wilson

Chair, Assembly Transportation Committee
California State Assembly

1021 O Street

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB 1774 (Dixon) — SUPPORT

Dear Chair Willson,

The City of Huntington Beach writes to express its support for Assembly Bill 1774,
authored by Assembly Member Dixon, which will prohibit the sale of a product or device

that modifies the speed ability of an electric bicycle.

California law caps the top speed of an electric bike at 28 miles per hour. E-bikes are
exempt from driver’s licenses and license plate requirements.

Unfortunately, modifications that increase the maximum speed of electric bikes are easy
to purchase and install. Increasing the maximum speed creates serious safety issues on
our local streets, sidewalks and public areas.

AB 1774 is necessary to allow local governments to maintain safety where electric bikes
are used.

For these reasons, the City of Huntington Beach requests your support for AB 1774 when
it comes before your committee.

Sincerely,

B DI o

Cc:  Members, Assembly Transportation Committee
The Honorable Diane Dixon

Fax 714.536.5233 Page 1 of 1 Office: 714.536.5553
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AB-1773 Vehicles: electric bicycles. (2023-2024)

SHARE THIS: n t Date Published: 02/22/2024 09:00 PM
AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY FEBRUARY 22, 2024

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE— 2023-2024 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 1773

Introduced by Assembly Member Dixon

January 03, 2024

Af—act-to-amend-Section—21100-of the-VYehicte-Code,retatingto-vehietes—An act to amend Section
21207.5 of the Vehicle Code, relating to vehicles.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST

AB 1773, as amended, Dixon. Yehictes—bicyctesonboardwatks—\Vehicles: electric bicycles.

Existing law prohibits the use of a motorized bicycle on a bicycle path or trail, bikeway, bicycle lane, equestrian
trial, or hiking or recreational trail, as specified, unless the governing body of a local public agency, which has
jurisdiction over the path or trail, permits the operation. Existing law authorizes a governing body of a local
public agency, which has jurisdiction over the path or trail, to prohibit the use of an electric bicycle on an
equestrian trial, or hiking or recreational trail. A violation of the Vehicle Code is a crime and a person convicted
of an infraction for a violation of either the Vehicle Code or a local ordinance adopted pursuant to the code is
subject to a specified fine schedule, except as otherwise provided.

This bill would clarify that a recreational trail for these purposes includes a boardwalk, as defined, regardless of
whether the facility also provides bicycle access. Notwithstanding specified law, the bill would impose a fine, not
to exceed $35, against a person convicted of an infraction for a violation of an ordinance prohibiting or regulating
electric bicycles on recreational trails. By expanding the scope of a crime, this bill would impose a state-
mandated local program.

The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local agencies and school districts for certain costs
mandated by the state. Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that reimbursement.

This bill would provide that no reimbursement is required by this act for a specified reason.
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Vote: majority Appropriation: no Fiscal Committee: royes Local Program: neyes

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:
SECTION 1. Section 21207.5 of the Vehicle Code is amended to read:

21207.5. (a) Notwithstanding Sections 21207 and 23127 of this code, or any other law, a motorized bicycle shall
not be operated on a bicycle path or trail, bikeway, bicycle lane established pursuant to Section 21207,
equestrian trail, or hiking or recreational trail, unless it is within or adjacent to a roadway or unless the local
authority or the governing body of a public agency having jurisdiction over the path or trail permits, by
ordinance, that operation.

(b) The local authority or governing body of a public agency having jurisdiction over an equestrian trail, or hiking
or recreational trail, may—prehibit; prohibit or regulate, by ordinance, the operation of an electric bicycle or any
class of electric bicycle on that trail.

(c) The Department of Parks and Recreation may prohibit the operation of an electric bicycle or any class of
electric bicycle on any bicycle path or trail within the department’s jurisdiction.

(d) (1) For purposes of this section, a “recreational trail” includes a boardwalk, regardless of whether the facility
also provides bicycle access.

(2) For purposes of this section, a "boardwalk” means a walkway adjacent to an ocean beach that is no more
than three miles in length and provides pedestrian access to beach recreational areas.

(3) Notwithstanding Section 42001, if a local authority enacts an ordinance pursuant to subdivision (b) that
applies specifically to electric bicycles on a boardwalk, and not to bicycles propelled exclusively by human
power, a person convicted of an infraction for a violation of that ordinance shall be punished by a fine not
exceeding thirty-five dollars ($35).

SEC. 2. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to Section 6 of Article XIIIB of the California
Constitution because the only costs that may be incurred by a local agency or school district will be incurred
because this act creates a new crime or infraction, eliminates a crime or infraction, or changes the penalty for a
crime or infraction, within the meaning of Section 17556 of the Government Code, or changes the definition of a
crime within the meaning of Section 6 of Article XIII B of the California Constitution.
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AB-1774 Vehicles: electric bicycles. (2023-2024)

SHARE THIS: n t Date Published: 01/03/2024 09:00 PM

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE— 2023-2024 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 1774

Introduced by Assembly Member Dixon

January 03, 2024

An act to amend Section 24016 of the Vehicle Code, relating to vehicles.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST

AB 1774, as introduced, Dixon. Vehicles: electric bicycles.

Existing law defines an electric bicycle as a bicycle equipped with fully operable pedals and an electric motor of
less than 750 watts, and requires electric bicycles to comply with specified equipment and manufacturing
requirements. Existing law prohibits a person from tampering with or modifying an electric bicycle so as to
change the speed capability of the bicycle, unless they appropriately replace the label indicating the classification
required, as specified. A violation of the Vehicle Code is a crime.

This bill would clarify that the exception to this prohibition only applies if the bicycle continues to meet the
definition of an electric bicycle. This bill would prohibit a person from selling a product or device that can modify
the speed capability of an electric bicycle such that it no longer meets the definition of an electric bicycle.
Because the bill would prohibit a person from selling certain products, the violation of which would be a crime,
the bill would impose a state-mandated local program.

The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local agencies and school districts for certain costs
mandated by the state. Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that reimbursement.

This bill would provide that no reimbursement is required by this act for a specified reason.

Vote: majority Appropriation: no Fiscal Committee: yes Local Program: yes

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:
SECTION 1. Section 24016 of the Vehicle Code is amended to read:

24016. (a) An electric bicycle described in subdivision (a) of Section 312.5 shall meet the following criteria:
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(1) Comply with the equipment and manufacturing requirements for bicycles adopted by the United States
Consumer Product Safety Commission (16 C.F.R. 1512.1, et seq.).

(2) Operate in a manner so that the electric motor is disengaged or ceases to function when the brakes are
applied, or operate in a manner such that the motor is engaged through a switch or mechanism that, when
released or activated, will cause the electric motor to disengage or cease to function.

(b) A person operating an electric bicycle is not subject to the provisions of this code relating to financial
responsibility, driver’s licenses, registration, and license plate requirements, and an electric bicycle is not a motor
vehicle.

(c) Every manufacturer of an electric bicycle shall certify that it complies with the equipment and manufacturing
requirements for bicycles adopted by the United States Consumer Product Safety Commission (16 C.F.R. 1512.1,
et seq.).

(d) A person shall not tamper with or modify an electric bicycle described in subdivision (a) of Section 312.5 so
as to change the speed capability of the bicycle, unless-he-er-she the bicycle continues to meet the definition of
an electric bicycle under subdivision (a) of Section 312.5 and the person appropriately replaces the label
indicating the classification required in subdivision (c) of Section 312.5.

(e) A person shall not sell a product or device that can modify the speed capability of an electric bicycle such
that it no longer meets the definition of an electric bicycle under subdivision (a) of Section 312.5.

SEC. 2. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to Section 6 of Article XIIIB of the California
Constitution because the only costs that may be incurred by a local agency or school district will be incurred
because this act creates a new crime or infraction, eliminates a crime or infraction, or changes the penalty for a
crime or infraction, within the meaning of Section 17556 of the Government Code, or changes the definition of a
crime within the meaning of Section 6 of Article XIII B of the California Constitution.
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